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Julie Carroll, LMSW, CCM
 
For any membership questions, please feel free to email Julie at carrolljulie@sbcglobal.net or by phone at 214 405-4567.
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2011 Fall Seminar & CCM Prep Class
 

	
Annual DFW CMSA Fall Seminar & CCM Prep Class will be held at the Grapevine Convention Center, October 26-27th.  The all day CCM Prep Class on the 26th will prepare you to take the CCM exam or be a refresher course CCMs.  
 
Highlights of the October 27th Fall Seminar includes:
· 20+ exhibitors 
· three program tracks - something for everyone 
· Two presentations by National CMSA President-Elect Nancy Skinner.  One of her session will be on how healthcare reform affects case managers and the other on Patient Engagement, Empowerment and Education Through Every Transition of Care  
· 6.5 CEs/Contact hours for RNs, CCMs & Social Workers offered   
· Luncheon speaker, sponsored by Texas Case Management Magazine
Registration brochures will be mailed out in August.  For further information on exhibiting or attendee, contact E & I Management, (800) 318-4408 or visit the website at www.dfwcmsa.org.




	Complimentary 2 hour CEU course for RN and CCM hours
in Richardson, TX
 

	Please join Travelers Insurance for a complimentary 2 hour CEU course titled, " Psycho-social stressors in WC injuries". Our presenter will be Dr. Michael LaCroix from Coventry.
 
This course will be held on Aug. 1, 2011 at our Richardson Texas office.
 
If you are interested, please register or send an e-mail to dmbrown1@travelers.com.
 
Once we receive your request to attend, you will be sent a confirmation e-mail with details regarding time of the course and address of our office.
 
Thank you and looking forward to meeting you on Aug. 1, 2011.
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	[image: kkucera.new]Kathy Kucera, PhD, RN, CCM 
 
It is mid-July already! The summer is passing quickly, but maybe not quick enough for those who hate the heat!  For those of you who do not live in the north Texas area, the temperatures have now been over 100 degrees for 14 straight days and counting. 
 
In spite of the heat, your Chapter Officers and Board of Directors (BOD) have been very busy this summer. Besides attending leadership workshops at the National CMSA Conference in San Antonio in June, other activities include planning for the Fall Seminar in Grapevine on October 26 &27, confirming the Committee and review speaker topics for the March 2012 Annual Conference and scheduling speakers and sponsors for the Sept 2011 - May 2012 monthly dinner meetings. You will hear more about the Grapevine Fall Seminar and the 2012 Annual Conference in upcoming Newsletters. 
 
As the result of the Chapter survey conducted last spring, the BOD is focused on providing dinner meeting speakers with the latest updates in health care information and case management practice. Some of the topics being review include neurophysiological optimization following tramatic brain injury, neuroplasticity, an update on diabetes, and measuring pain.  
 
There are still some openings available for speakers and sponsors for the 2011-2012 monthly dinner meetings. The dinner meeting sponsor does not have to provide the speaker for the dinner meeting, but may do so if the following criteria are met:  
· Speaker presentation is 60 minutes in length to include questions/answers. 
· Is appropriate for an expected attendance of 40-75 people.   
· Provides cutting edge information which will assist attendees with the complexities of case management today and tomorrow. 
In-depth, unique, non-marketing presentations that contribute to the knowledge base of case managers will be highly considered along with the timeliness/appropriateness of the materials and the educational and professional credentials of the speaker. 
If you are interesting in sponsoring a dinner meeting or know someone who would like to speak and meet the above criteria, please contact Micki with E & I Management at (800) 318-4408 to discuss.  You can download the speaker and the sponsor applications from the Chapter website at www.dfwcmsa.org.
 
Don't forget starting in Sept the monthly dinner meetings are being held at the Richardson Civic Center. Watch for more information in the upcoming Newsletters. 
 
Be safe this summer and keep hydrated!
 
kakaunt@verizon.net
972-310-9713
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	Notes From the President Elect
	

	Kathleen Law, RN, CCM[image: Kathleen Law]   
 
This month I want to speak with you, our members, about our Chapter.    At National, I learned that CMSA has 75 chapters nationwide, a figure which astounded me~~I had no idea CMSA was so widespread!  I suspect you are as surprised as I.   I spoke with many chapter members and leaders during the Conference and one thing seemed to emerge as a common problem:    How to create excitement and involvement in the Chapter.   Many of the Chapters, especially in the Northeast and Midwest, combine several cities or small states into one large Chapter.  
 
But here in Texas, we actually have multiple chapters in one state.   Did you know that there is the Texas Riviera Chapter in Corpus Christi?    I didn't until I met their president at National. There is the Gulf Coast Chapter in Houston and the Alamo Chapter in San Antonio (wonderful hosts for National, by the way), and we mustn't forget our own DFW Chapter.  4 Chapters in our State!    
 
I think it would be very cool if all 4 Chapters actually spoke with one another and perhaps even attended each others' meetings.  A lot of you travel with your jobs, and I go to Austin fairly often myself, and it's only an hour or so on to San Antonio.  I would like to know how you, the members feel about reaching out to the other Chapters on a routine basis.  Would you let us, the Board of Directors, know what you think?    We are always at Dinner Meetings, and you can distinguish us by our DFW denim shirts and our BOD pins.   Please come up and speak with me or other Board Members at the September meeting.   I would like to hear from you about your wants and requests, and especially about the issue I raised today.   Please make your thoughts known to us,  we cannot change the Chapter to meet your needs unless we know what your needs are.  ﻿﻿
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	From My Corner..

	BK Kizziar, Executive Director [image: Kizziar new photo]
In Celebration of a Life
Lillian Trippe
July 11, 2007-July 5, 2011
Three years, 11 months and 25 days may seem like a long time for a teenager anxious to reach adulthood or the wife of a soldier waiting for her husband to return home for good.  Three years, 11 months and 25 days seems like a long time when looking forward, planning, hoping and dreaming of what the future holds.  Three years, 11 months and 25 days is only a blink of an eye when cramming in as much living as possible, when the future is unclear or unknown.  Looking back through the last 3 years, 11 months and 25 days there have been the highest of highs and the lowest of lows for the adults who were fortunate enough to know Lilli Trippe, Nancy Skinner's granddaughter.  But for Miss Lilli (as she was affectionately called) these days past were filled with the wonder, excitement and mystery of life.
Miss Lilli entered this world the only child of her mother Kristen and her father Aaron.  As with most new parents their hearts were filled with love and expectations of the future.  Dreams of firsts.  First smile, first steps, first words, first day of school, first graduation.  The blank slate of life for Lilli was to be filled with wonderful adventures and laughter and smiles.  "Gamma Nancy" was the typical grandmother with photos brought out at every opportunity and stories of Miss Lilli's firsts.  
At 6 months of age there came a dark cloud into Miss Lillli's world.  She was diagnosed with infantile leukemia.  Kristin and Aaron pushed the cloud away and would only consider the blessing of healing as they sought the best medical care and treatment that could be found for their little girl.  Miss Lilli spent the next months of her life enduring chemo and radiation.  However, during it all, she remained the curious happy baby she had always been.  Weeks of hospitalization and painful treatments that would have drained most adults proved only a bump in the road for Miss Lilli.  While in the hospital she would ride in the little red wagon up and down the halls.  When her hair fell out she made her fashion statements with a variety of hats that she came to favor.   She loved the "costume closet" at the hospital where there were costumes of all kinds that the children could put on and pretend to be someone else in some far away wonderful place where there were was no illness.
Even when it was determined that the cancer was unrelenting and more chemo and radiation were needed, Miss Lilli never skipped a beat.  Hospitals, nurses, needles, procedures and yuckiness were just part of her young life.  And she made the best of that life in the short time she had to do it.   She loved to be around animals and rode her first horse at a tender age of 2.  She adored the family dog and never shied away from a backyard adventure of finding various bugs and other creatures.  Miss Lilli delighted in holding a little newt in her hands.  Disney World was laid at Miss Lilli's feet.  She loved the laughter, colors, characters and rides.  She ate breakfast with Winnie the Pooh and partied with Cinderella.  Mickey and Minnie became her friends.  Miss Lilli attended parades and music festivals.  She had a wonderful playhouse in the backyard where she could pretend to be anyone else but an ill child as she made mud pies and played "House".  She squeezed every good moment out of what life offered.
When the chemo and radiation were not successful and a bone marrow transplant was required Miss Lilli endured not only that painful procedure but a calamity of human error disasters including burns from being radiated while coated with zinc containing diaper rash cream, pneumothorax from a misguided attempt at a central line and a nicked aorta.  A second bone marrow transplant was added to the treatment recipe.  And all the while, all 3 years, 11 months and 25 days Miss Lilli not only endured, she thrived.  She thrived not necessarily in a physical way but in her spirit.  
Despite "steroid rages" and being poked and prodded at every turn Miss Lilli found the good things in her young life.   She loved to stand at the window and watch the rain because a rainbow always followed.  She marveled at the formation of colors and would reach out to touch the pastel stripes.  But Miss Lilli seemed to know her destiny even if all around her would not consider it.  She faced each day bravely and with a smile.  Even these last weeks, she demonstrated what my grandmother would have called an "Old Soul".  She gave comfort to all around her who refused to quit the fight.  Miss Lilli was wise far beyond her young years when she told her mother that it was okay to be sad, "But only for a little while."  Most recently she said she was looking forward to seeing a little friend who had been in the hospital often while Miss Lilli was there.  Riley had gone on to heaven but Miss Lilli knew she would see her there and be able to play with her again.  
Before Miss Lilli closed her bright eyes for the final time she hugged her mother and father, gave each a sweet kiss and told them that she loved them.  Then she quietly went to sleep only to awaken to see her friend Riley, arms outstretched, waiting for her.  In 3 years, 11 months and 25 days Miss Lilli crammed a lifetime of living.  She refused to recognize the illness, only acknowledged the wonder and beauty of life.  This old soul in a little girl's body knew more about living than most grown-ups.    
Anyone wishing to send a note of encouragement to Nancy or a tribute in honor of Miss Lilli's life well lived may do so at:
The Lillian Trippe Memorial Fund
c/o Kristin Trippe
39599 Ward Road
Monmouth, Oregon  97361
Nancy Skinner
7218 Mullins Cove Road
Whitwell, Tennessee  37397
﻿﻿




	







		
	DFW CMSA Fall Seminar & CCM Prep Class 
October 26-27, 2011
Grapevine Convention Center, Grapevine, TX
Exhibit Tables Available.  CEs/Clock Hours will be offered for RN, CCM, & SW.   For further information contact  E & I Management, (800) 318-4408 or check the website at www.dfwcmsa.org. 
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